Overview
With 15 jeep safaris in Central India’s top tiger reserves alongwith stay in some of India’s best forest lodges including a
tree lodge, all of whom have a keen sense of conservation, this tour is sure to make it one of your best wildlife safari
experiences. Each of the parks you will be visting; Tadoba, Pench and Kanha have their own unique forest and vegetation
with varied wildlife. While a wildlife tour to Central India does become very tiger centric, it is worthwhile to go with an
open mind and enjoy the flora and fauna. You will also get a chance to see life in Mumbai, the megacity of India, 14 million
people from slumdogs to billionaires, and how the city functions from the heritage, modern highrises to slums always
generating an impressive energy.

Destinations: Mumbai-Tadoba-Pench-Bandhavgarh-Kanha
Day 1| Arrive in Mumbai
Arrive at Mumbai International airport, where our representative willl meet you and transfer you to your hotel.
Ancient yet modern, fabulously rich yet achingly poor, Mumbai is India in microcosm. Once a sultry tropical archipelago
of seven islands, and the Raj's brightest jewel, Mumbai was the dowry of Portuguese Princess Infanta Catherine de
Braganza who married Charles II of England in 1661. Today it's a teeming metropolis, commercial hub of an old civilization
seeking to find its place in the New World Order. Forty percent of India's taxes come from this city alone, and half of
India's international trade passes through its splendid natural harbour. In fact Mumbai is the very soul of human
enterprise.
Day 2| Mumbai
Morning after breakfast, drive to gateway of India and board ferry, which will take you to Elephanta Island ( 1 hr ride), 9
nautical miles across the sea from the Gateway of India, Elephanta, also known as 'Gharapuri', is famous for the wonders
of the 7th century, the painstakingly hewn rock-cut cave temple, dedicated to Shiva. The Maheshamurti panel in which
Shiva is shown as a creator, protector and destroyer, is a sight that should be enjoyed at least once in a lifetime. Regular
excursions to Elephanta start every day from the Gateway of India. (Caves remain closed for visitors on Monday)
Take a ferry back to Gateway of India and go for a city tour of Mumbai; visit Prince of Wales museum, a magnificent, but
somewhat strange structure, built in a confluence of Gothic and Moorish styles, and crowned by a sparkling white dome.
It boasts a good collection of ancient Indus Valley artifacts dating back to 2000 BC, plus some priceless Tibetan and
Nepali Art. There is an entire gallery devoted to Buddhist tankha scrolls and another to Tibetan bronzes, but the chief
attraction here is the collection of over 2000 miniature paintings from the various art schools of India. Also visit Mani
Bhawan (Gandhi Museum), queens necklace (Marine Drive) and Washerman’s place etc .
Thereafter, begin the 2 hour slum walking tour from Mahim station. The east flank of the Mahim Station is dominated by
the plastic and metal recycling catacombs of 13th compound. It is amazing to see the heavy machinery’s melting and
moulding the plastic pellets for toys and button manufacturers producing Barbie dolls of India. The delicious aroma from
tiny bakeries and sweet shops, the exotic smell of soaps and cosmetics creates new magical incense, one can feel
instantaneously. The dime-sized cyber cafes, mass-producing tailors, altar shapers and the children waving from the
precipitous balconies are the sights in these slums that qualifies an active show and tell.
Continue walking to Kumbhar Wada (Still Walking in Dharavi Slums). Khumbarwada area is the place occupied by the
potter’s community from Gujarat, the origin habitat of Dharavi zone, they set up their communal clay pits and kilns in the

1930s, where the mud wells and kilns portray the story of struggle and hardships with each round of the potters wheel
and unfurls the luster of this region. (B)

Day 3| Mumbai-Nagpur-Tadoba ( 1 hr. flight from Mumbai to Nagpur and 145 km.,/3 hrs drive to Tadoba)
Tadoba is probably one of India’s finest Tiger Reserves. The success of protection and conservation has seen number of
tigers in this reserve increase close to the optimal capacity for a habitat, this means the herbivore population is
maintained in balance and thus the flora too is able to grow and regenerate continuously. In other words, the Tadoba
Andhari Tiger Reserve boasts of a healthy forest. Interestingly, new monitoring technologies available have also shown
a steady movement and an exchange of population of animals like the tiger with other neighboring forests – some even
in the neighboring states.
Enjoy your first safari in the jungle in the afternoon. Overnight at the lodge.(B,L,D)
Day 4-5| Tadoba
Tadoba is the land of the Gond tribals, who once ruled these areas – you will be blessed with some of the most memorable
wilderness experiences. Besides mammals, this park also has a great number of birds - eagles, buzzards and falcons.
Morning and afternoon safaris on both days. (B,L,D)
Day 6-8| Tadoba-Pench (245 km., 5 hrs)
Pench National park, nestling in the lower southern reaches of the satpura hills is named after Pench river, meandering
through the park from north to south. It is located on the southern boundary of Madhya Pradesh, bordering Maharashtra.
Pench National Park is one of the most popular wildlife reserves in India. The park also has its mention in the famous
story of 1894, ‘The Jungle Book’, penned down by the renowned English Author Rudyard Kipling. The story was worldwide
applauded, and hence, the national park became one of the popular national parks in the world in the 1970s and also a
prominent tourist attraction in India.
One afternoon safari on the day of arrival in Pench and 2 safaris ( morning and afternoon) each on days 7 and 8. (B,L,D)
Day 9-11| Pench-Kanha ( 20 km., 5 hrs)
Leave today for another stunning Park in the state of Madhya Pradesh. Arrive in the noon and followed by lunch, you will
go for your first Safari here. The safari goes through the stunning Sal forests and meadows looking for sloth bear, jackal,
the rare hardground Barasingha and sambar. There are many success stories of wildlife conservation associated with
Kanha Tiger reserve and most prominent among them is the revival of population of hard Ground Barasingha. Kanha was
declared a National Park in 1955 and Tiger reserve in 1973. The mammal and bird diversity of the park is fabulous having
almost the entire faunal element of central India including Tiger, Leopard and Wild Dogs. 5 Types of Deer including the
smallest one Mouse deer with Indian Gaur constitute the prey species for the carnivores. The beautiful mosaic of habitat
of Sal forest and savannah grasslands are ideal for survival of the big mammals especially tigers.
Two perennial rivers flowing through the reserve ensures the water supply to the wildlife and forest throughout the year.
One afternoon safari on day 9 and 2 safaris ( morning and afternoon) each on days 7 and 8. (B,L,D)

Day 12| Kanha-Raipur-Mumbai ( 220 km., 5 hrs drive to Raipur and then a short flight to Mumbai)
Drive to Raipur today to take a flight back to Mumbai. Stay near to airport hotel for the overnight. (B,L,D)
Day 13| Fly out of Mumbai
You will be transferred to the airport for your onward journey.(B)
Inclusions
All meals as mentioned above
12 Nights’ accommodation on tour
All transportation
Naturalists
All entrance fees
All transfers
Bottled water
All sightseeing
5 jeep safaris each in Tadoba, Pench and Kanha
Exclusions
International Flights
Visa
Travel/medical Insurance
Alcoholic beverages, soft drinks, snacks between meals
Camera and video charges in the Parks
Local tips
Food
Food is Indian food, local cuisine, Continental and Chinese. If you have any dietary requirements, please mail us at the
time of the booking and we will take care wherever possible.
Climate
Winter months will be slightly chilly in the mornings and late evenings. February-April will be hot and could be an
occasional rain.
Passport and Visa Requirements
A passport (with at least six months remaining validity) and a current Indian visa are required for this trip. Please note
that you are required to have a passport with a machine-readable bar code. You will need to apply for your Indian visa
in advance from the relevant issuing authority in your home country. British Passport holders can apply for an e-Tourist
Visa, a single entry visa valid for 30 days. Please visit the website https://www.hcilondon.in/pages.php?id=28
Travel Insurance
You must take out appropriate insurance to cover personal accident, medical costs, repatriation, loss of baggage and
holiday cancellation.

Vaccinations
Please visit your GP for guidance for vaccinations while travelling to India. Please also visit this website for more
details http://www.fitfortravel.scot.nhs.uk/destinations/asia-(east)/india.aspx
Currency
The currency used is Indian Rupee.
Accommodation
Svasara Jungle lodge, Tadoba- Located very close to the Kolara gate at Tadoba, this lodge features 10-acres of
restored forest with 12 elegantly furnished suite rooms. This is the destination for ultimate luxury in Tadoba, all with a
focus on conservation, one can have an immersive safari experience through custom-fitted jeeps accompanied by
knowledgeable naturalists. The food here boasts of a wide range of options including delectable regional Indian,
continental and the local Varadi cuisine.
Pench Tree lodge, Pench- Stay in one of the 6 tree lodges or bungalows of the property, set over 16 hectares of private
forest, in one of the unexplored areas of the Pench National Park. Its close proximity to the National Park’s Karmaihiri
gate is an added advantage. The tree lodges are built on the Mahua tree supported by stilts. Accessed by an outside
wooden staircase, each room is beautifully furnished in a rustic style, large French windows and complete with a four
poster bed. Guests can often see wild boar, civets, jackals and spotted deer from their private deck.
Kanha Earth lodge, Kanha- Set amidst 16 acres of natural forest is Kanha earth lodge, it has 12 bungalows very
tastefully done. The service is excellent with the staff taking care of little details like a hot water bag that you find in
your bed in winter months or blankets for your 4.30 am safaris.

